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ABSTRACT

Teachers play a vital role in shaping the future of
a nation, as they guide students through
knowledge, values, and experiences. India has a
rich history of influential educators, such as
Aryabhata, Panini, Chanakya, and Thiruvalluvar,
whose contributions reached beyond India. After
independence, teacher education in India faced
multiple challenges, leading to inconsistent
quality of teacher preparation. To address this, the
National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE)
introduced the Integrated Teacher Education
Programme (ITEP) under the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020. ITEP is a four-year integrated
program combining a bachelor’s degree (B.A.,
B.Sc., or B.Com) with B.Ed., preparing students to
become professional teachers. This article reviews
the purpose, benefits, challenges, and strategies of
ITEP, with an emphasis on recent research and
practical findings
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INTRODUCTION

Teaching is a noble profession because teachers directly influence the
development of a country. Nations that prioritize education tend to achieve rapid
growth in science, technology, medicine, and agriculture. India has a long
tradition of excellence in education, with ancient universities such as Nalanda
and Takshashila and important texts including the Vedas and Upanishads. After
independence, India implemented reforms through the University Education
Commission (1948), Kothari Commission (1964-66), and earlier National
Education Policies. Programs such as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and the Right to
Education Act (2009) have worked to improve school education. NEP 2020
further reforms teacher education, introducing the Integrated Teacher Education
Programme (ITEP), which allows students to pursue a four-year integrated
program that combines a bachelor’s degree and B.Ed., producing well-prepared
professional teachers.

Furthermore, the transformation of teacher education in India has become
increasingly important as the country moves toward a competency-based,
learner-centered, and technology-integrated education system aligned with
global standards. NEP 2020 positions teacher preparation as a foundational pillar
for achieving national educational goals, highlighting the need for programs that
are both rigorous and flexible. In this context, the Integrated Teacher Education
Programme (ITEP) is designed not only to streamline academic pathways but
also to cultivate teachers who possess strong pedagogical expertise,
multidisciplinary understanding, and ethical professionalism. As educational
institutions transition toward these new expectations, it becomes essential to
examine how effectively ITEP addresses existing gaps within traditional teacher
training systems, as well as the challenges it may pose during implementation.
This review therefore aims to provide a comprehensive evaluation of ITEP in line
with NEP 2020, presenting insights, challenges, and opportunities relevant for
policymakers, institutions, and educators.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Concept of ITEP

The National Education Policy 2020 emphasizes quality education,
creativity, critical thinking, ethical values, and lifelong learning. Previously,
students completed a three-year bachelor’s degree followed by a two-year B.Ed.
program. Under ITEP, students enroll immediately after high school in a four-
year program. They receive a certificate after one year, a diploma after two years,
and a full degree with B.Ed. after four years, with a maximum time allowed of
six years. Students study core subjects like history, science, arts, and commerce
while also learning pedagogy, ethics, Indian culture, and values. Admission is
conducted through the National Common Entrance Test (NCET) by the National
Testing Agency (NTA).
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METHODOLOGY
Teacher Education in India

Teacher education in India exists at multiple levels, including pre-
primary, primary, secondary, higher education, and vocational training. Each
level has its own curriculum and methodology, which creates inconsistencies
across states. NEP 2020 aims to standardize teacher education, preparing teachers
comprehensively for all school levels. The integrated program combines subject
knowledge with pedagogy, producing teachers trained in general education,
special education, arts, vocational training, and physical education.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Importance of ITEP

ITEP is important because it streamlines the path to becoming a teacher,
saving one year compared to the traditional route. It provides in-depth training
in teaching methods, literacy, numeracy, and inclusive education. Students also
learn about Indian culture, ethical values, and global educational practices. The
program is flexible, allowing students to select subjects based on interest and gain
practical classroom experience through internships and practice teaching. ITEP
encourages lifelong learning and professional development, ensuring that
teachers are both knowledgeable and adaptable.
Challenges of ITEP

Despite its benefits, ITEP faces challenges. The curriculum is broad, which
can be stressful for students. Institutions need adequate infrastructure, smart
classrooms, labs, libraries, and trained staff to deliver quality education. Some
students may prefer faster graduation, while others may struggle with
multidisciplinary requirements. Shortages of qualified teachers and faculty in
specific subjects may hinder effective implementation. Higher program costs can
also be a burden for some families.
Review of Research and Findings on ITEP

Recent research indicates that ITEP improves teacher preparedness by
integrating subject knowledge with pedagogy. Studies show that students
completing ITEP demonstrate better classroom management, understanding of
inclusive practices, and stronger professional ethics compared to those who
complete traditional B.Ed. programs separately. Research also highlights
challenges, such as the need for infrastructure improvements, training for faculty,
and ensuring equitable access for students from rural and economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. Comparative studies suggest that integrated
programs produce teachers who are more confident, adaptable, and better
equipped to implement NEP 2020 reforms in schools.
Strategies for Implementing ITEP

To implement ITEP effectively, institutions should provide strong
infrastructure, including digital libraries, laboratories, and smart classrooms.
Recruiting trained and motivated teachers with competitive salaries is essential.
The curriculum should integrate technology and digital tools, and teachers
should attend workshops and refresher courses. Encouraging research
collaboration and offering higher education opportunities such as Ph.D.
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programs will strengthen teacher education. Regular feedback from students and
schools can help continuously improve the program.
Advantages and Disadvantages of ITEP

ITEP saves time and allows students to earn dual degrees while gaining
practical teaching experience. It produces highly trained teachers with strong
cognitive, emotional, and professional skills and improves career opportunities.
However, challenges include slower graduation preferences of some parents,
faculty shortages, limited infrastructure, and less emphasis on physical education
and recreational activities.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

NEP 2020 has modernized teacher education in India by introducing the
Integrated Teacher Education Programme. ITEP prepares skilled, knowledgeable,
and ethical teachers who are ready to meet the demands of modern schools.
Institutions must ensure proper infrastructure, trained faculty, and supportive
facilities like smart classrooms, laboratories, and libraries for successful
implementation. Research shows that ITEP can improve teacher quality, foster
professional development, and transform education in India.

FUTHER STUDY

This research still has delays, so it is necessary to conduct further research
related to the topic Review of the Integrated Teacher Education Programme
(ITEP) in Line with Nep 2020: Challenges and Opportunities in order to improve
this research and add insight for readers.
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